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	- European Student Now!”


Aim: The project will explore student identity today.  What does it mean to be a student in Europe?

Summary of the overall project: 

As a preparation for the proposed “European Year of Intercultural Dialogue 2007” the project “Borrowed Identity” aims at creating an intercultural learning environment based on virtual and real mobility. 
The multi-disciplinary project is targeted to Business, Technical and Humanities students in Germany, Sweden, Spain, UK and Hungary and will focus on combining computer mediated academic work, face-to-face meetings and intercultural communication. 

· Phase ONE: preparatory E-Learning course at the participating universities  Oct.-Dec. 2006 

· Phase TWO: 11-day Intensive Programme on Achill Island, Ireland, early Feb. 2007

This combination will provide students with a new perspective of their own cultural identity as students and the cultural identity of their foreign fellow students and hosts in Ireland. Their work will focus on analyzing as well as “putting into practice” common theories and models of intercultural communication and the management of cultural diversity.  Role-plays, workshops and seminars will allow students to explore the dimensions of culture in a growing European Union, which involves issues related to gender, age, race and nationality.  

· for reference check out last year’s Intensive Programme, especially the travelogue 

www.rheinahrcampus.de/international/projects/achill2006/index.htm

Below is a set of tasks that students will be expected to complete in preparation for their residential stay on Achill Island. The tasks will be embedded in the teaching at the respective universities. During the residential stay in Ireland, the students will continue to explore the concepts of “identity and culture” and take part in a series of workshops.  Students will also be asked to maintain an on-line learning blog1 that will detail their work and include their reflections on each task. 

TASKS:

1                What does it mean to be a student in our own country?

Students will discuss with their fellow students what it means to be a student in England/Germany/Sweden/Spain/Hungary. 

    1a       Photo Story: “A day in the life of a student in …”

Students produce a photo storyboard that conveys to their partner students abroad what the life of a student at their respective universities is like.  The storyboards will be presented on-line so that the students can compare and discuss the similarities and differences between student lives in the different countries.

    1b       Perceived student stereotypes.

Via on-line discussion, students will discuss what their perceived national stereotypes are, how they presume students in their counterpart university to be, and why.  They will be asked to think about where these stereotypes come from and how accurate they really are.

    1c       Student life – Production task.

Students will be asked to produce a short film or a podcast1 episode that provides insight into student life and leisure time in their respective countries.  Students will analyse student culture and the different social groups at their universities (gay, mature, religious etc) and convey the diversity of student life through their production.

2               Applying for an international career.

During the preparatory course (Phase ONE) Students can apply for specific jobs which they will perform during the residential stay on Achill Island in Phase TWO (e.g. catering or travel manager). In order to be selected for the jobs, they will have to customize their CVs to suit each position.  They will send their applications for these real jobs to their fellow students abroad who will have the responsibility of matching each CV to the job description and deciding which candidate best fulfils the criteria.  Any student who successfully gains employment will do the job and will receive pay for a job well done.

3                    Designing a “Student-Citizenship” Test   

Students will be asked to produce a test that assesses whether or not a candidate fits the identity of a typical Brighton/Koblenz/Umeå/León/Budapest student.  The tests will be inspired by the recent cultural tests in the UK and Germany that immigrants must take in order to receive citizenship.  Students will have to administer their tests on volunteers to ensure it is accurate before posting it on-line and discussing with their colleagues from abroad the similarities and differences of the profiled identities. 

	1 cf. definitions of “blog” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Online_diary) and  “podcast” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Podcast) 
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